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But the temper of both sides was up. The remon-
strances from Oxford were treated with something
like contempt, and the affair was hurried through till
there was no retreating; and Dr. Haxnpden became
Regius Professor.

Mr. Palmer has recorded how various efforts were
made to neutralise the effect of the appointment But
the Heads of Houses, though angry, were cautious.
They evaded the responsibility of stating Dr. Hamp-
clen's unsound positions; but to murk their distrust,
brought in a proposal to deprive him of his vote in the
choice of Select Preachers till the University should
otherwise determine. It was defeated in Convocation
by the veto of the two Proctors (March j 836), who exer-
cised their right with the full approval of Dr. FIamp-
den's friends, and the indignation of the large majority
of the University. But it was not unfairly used: it
could have only a suspending effect, of which no one
had a right to complain; and when new Proctors came
into office, the proposal was introduced again, and
carried (May 1836) by 474 to 94. The Liberal
minority had increased since the vote on subscription,
and Dr. Harnpden went on with his work as if nothing
had happened. The attempt was twice made to rescind
the vote: first, after the outcry about the Ninetieth
Tract and the contest about the Poetry Professorship,
by a simple repeal, which was rejected by 334 to 219
(June 1842); and next, indirectly by a statute enlarg-
ing the Professor's powers over Divinity degrees,
which was also rejected by 341 to 21 (May 1844)